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Awareness 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The objective of this module is to discuss challenges regarding numeracy awareness in our 

daily lives where numeracy is pertinent. The table in the background information summarizes 

the main challenges related to numeracy awareness embedded in the different social contexts 

of our lives. 

The fact that numeracy in real life is often presented to us in an invisible way (implicit, em-

bedded) represents a challenge for adult teachers who design the lessons, study programs 

and evaluation and assessment instruments (and for the authorities who design adult educa-

tion standards). It is also a challenge for adults themselves since the “invisibility” of mathe-

matics in certain situations is related to action dispositions such as “using intuition,” “beliefs,” 

and “emotional decisions” instead of using mathematical reasoning to solve problems and/or 

make decisions (like when I buy a lottery ticket because it coincides with my date of birth, 

without thinking that any ticket has the same probability of winning). 

The objects that appear in the “mathematics knowledge and skills” facet in the CENF frame-

work can be visible or invisible (embedded in the human practices of our societies). But in all 

cases, they are equally mathematical. Just because some practices are “common sense” does 

not mean they are any less mathematical. 

KEY ISSUES 

• The numeracy that is embedded in situations is not always visible to people or isn’t 

regarded as mathematics or numeracy 

• The numeracy activities people undertake are not always recognised as mathematics. 

• A important part of strengthening the numeracy competencies of learners is to make 

the “invisible” mathematics visible in situations and in their own actions. 
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RELATION TO CENF 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PD MEETINGS 

1. Discussing personal experiences 
Ask people to focus on a recent and regular day in their own life. Let them write down the 

numeracy decision they made from waking up in the morning to going to bed in the evening. 

Let people pair and share the results. Discuss how many numeracy decisions a citizen takes on 

average on a daily basis. 

2. Numeracy all around you 
Ask participants to clear their minds and take in a quick presentation. Show the participants 

a PowerPoint with 60-80 numeracy situations at a speed of 2 seconds per sheet (takes slightly 

over two minutes). Ask participants what comes to their mind when they see the presenta-

tion. Collect the findings and summarize. 

3. Home, society and work 
Ask participants to describe what are typical numeracy situations in daily life at home, in soci-

etal life, in work related situations. How distinctive are the situations or do the participants 

experience a big overlap? 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

Powerpoint Numeracy all around you 

See also the special menu item on Awareness on the CENF website. Creating materials for 

awareness of the importance of numeracy was one of the results of the Numeracy in Practice 

project. 

http://cenf.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcreativecommons.org%2Flicenses%2Fby-sa%2F4.0%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDaniela.Neudorfer@bfi-ooe.at%7C181307d0a3d54f4411d508dcf030c9e3%7Cefc0445e5b0848f594143f2d52dc21a8%7C0%7C0%7C638649339576874909%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hzKcE2ZddX2NvC5xT2TWHDslb00R7geDLTwI8TC6vTI%3D&reserved=0
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1061947
https://cenf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/2023-12-02-PDM-Numeracy-and-Awareness-numeracy-all-around-you.pptx
https://husite.nl/cenf/wp-content/uploads/sites/349/2025/01/2023-12-02-PDM-Numeracy-and-Awareness-numeracy-all-around-you.pptx
https://www.cenf.eu/awareness-materials/
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This material was produced in the Erasmusplus project Numeracy in Practice, pro-

jectnumber 2021-1-NL01-KA220-ADU-000 026 292. In this project, 11 partners in 

11 countries worked together in designing, evaluating and improving the materi-

als. All materials can be found on the website (www.cenf.eu).  
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