Guidelines for the meeting with a student that is planning to travel to a non-green destination 
Including Read and Understood

This checklist has been developed in order to explicitly draw attention to the possible consequences of corona developments and having a plan B. Students must discuss this with the study program coordinator. 
Students that consider travelling to a region that is not green according to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MinBuZa) are required to align this with the programme coordinator/ Director of the Institute for the trip abroad, prior to departure in order to discuss the risks and evaluate how the student has/will cover(ed) these (source: HU Calamiteitenplan Internationale Mobiliteit):
After the meeting, the student signs  the document in Annex I as ‘read & understood’. 
If the result of the interview, in combination with the MinBuZA colour, leads to a negative advice of the programme (coordinator) for the trip abroad (in case of Orange or Red), and the student still wants to travel abroad, the student can do so only under the condition that he/she signs the Release of Liability[footnoteRef:1] and herewith confirms to be aware of the fact that the travel is against the advice of HU and that HU will not be held accountable for any negative consequences that may result from the decision to travel to the concerning destination. [1:  The document Release of Liability is available through HU International Office for Study Abroad and trough the Placement Office for Internship in Abroad ] 


Checklist
· Has the student downloaded the travel app of the Ministery of Foreign Affairs in order to be up-to-date on guidelines of the Dutch government regarding travel to and stay in the intended destination region; 
· Has the student – or will he/she on arrival - informed the Dutch embassy of the target country on the aim and period of his/her stay in the target country; 
· Does the student have an alternative study plan in case that that the internship or Study Abroad will be cancelled due to changing circumstances, and did the student discuss this alternative with the programme coordinator;  
· Does the student have an alternative plan, Plan B, in case the study/internship abroad cannot take place due to Covid-19 developments or other emergency situations;
· Has the student registered him/herself in the HU Travel Portal for the HU Travel Insurance (link at the bottom of that page);
· Has the student arranged for, read and understood relevant insurances for travel and stay, cancellation or change of travel plans and medical care; 
· Note: check the coverage in case the colour of the destination changes from Yellow to Orange or from Orange to Red;
· Does the student have the 24/7 emergency number of the insurance(s) in the contacts of his/her mobile; 
· Has the students taken note of any restrictions regarding public life at the place of destination; 
· Has the students taken note of any Covid-19 – regulations and procedures at the partner university or the internship organisation; 
· Has the student taken note of the public health situation, facilities and procedures at the destination; 
· Is the student aware that the Dutch Covid-19 policy may be frowned upon at the destination; 
· Is de student aware that Covid-19 issues can lead to a situation in which the student is required to return to the Netherlands and that the student, and the student only is responsible for any costs. incl. study delay, that may result as a consequence; 
· Is the student aware that the Netherlands (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), nor HU will arrange for, nor pay for repatriation of the student from the area in case this will be necessary due to COVID-19. And that an earlier than originally planned return flight must be arranged for by the student him/herself – possibly with assistance of the insurance company; 
· Is the student aware that additional costs related to staying in/or retuning from the destination due to COVID-19, will not be refunded by HU, nor by the HU Travel Insurance; 
· Does the student have sufficient financial means to pay for an earlier than initially planned home fight (also in the case that tickets become more expensive);
· Is the student aware that Covid-19 issues can cause a situation in which the student cannot return home, if he wishes/needs to and that HU cannot be held accountable for any travel or study delay that may occur as a result of the travelling to and from, or staying in the destination country; 
· Does the student know what possibilities the internship provider or partner university offers to possibly continue the internship or Study Abroad online, should Covid-19 developments give cause to do so;
· Does the student have contact details of partner university/internship organisation at hand? 

· After the interview the student will confirm –by signing- that he/she has read and understood the Information for students that plan to go abroad for Study or Internship (Annex I)

Note:
· In case of code orange, the student must seek advice of the programme coordinator/ Director of the Institute for his/her trip abroad. This advice can either be positive or negative:
· If the programme advises positively, the student can travel abroad. This advice is based on the conversation and the agreements discussed in order to maximise the safety of the student when abroad; 
· If the programme advises negatively and the student still wants to travel abroad, the student can do so only under the condition that he/she signs the Release of Liability[endnoteRef:1] and therewith confirms that he/she is aware of the fact that he/she will travel against the advice of HU and that HU will not be held accountable for any negative consequences that may result from the decision to travel to the orange destination; [1:  The document Release of Liability is available through HU International Office for Study Abroad and trough the Placement Office for Internship in Abroad ] 

NB: At HU, in general we apply the rule that:
· A positive advice will be given if the target region is marked orange because of the fact that the target country is concerned about the situation in, and travellers from, the Netherlands; 
· A negative advice will be given if the target region is marked orange because of the fact that the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs is concerned about the situation in the target country;
· In the case of code red, the programme(coordinator) will generally not give approval to the student to travel to the region in the context of the study at HU. If the student still wants to travel abroad regardless of the risks**, he/she can do so only after signing the Release of Liability[footnoteRef:2] and therewith confirming that he/she is aware of the fact that the travel is against HU advice and HU will not be held accountable for any negative consequences that may result from the decision to travel to the red destination.  [2:  The document Release of Liability is available through HU International Office for Study Abroad and trough the Placement Office for Internship in Abroad 
] 

Annex I 
Information for students that plan to go abroad for Study Abroad or Internship Abroad – including Read and Understood

If you consider to travel to a region that is not green according to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the following rules apply (source: HU Calamiteitenplan Internationale Mobiliteit):
· All students that travel abroad as part of their study at HU, are required to register themselves in the HU Travel Portal for the HU Travel Insurance (link at the bottom of that page);
· Students that travel to a region that is not marked green, should inform the Dutch embassy of the target country on arrival regarding the aim and period of their stay;
· If the region is marked yellow, there must be a conversation between the student and the programme (coordinator) in which the situation abroad and the risks** are being discussed;
· In case of code orange, the student must seek advice of the programme coordinator/ Director of the Institute for his/her trip abroad. This advice can either be positive or negative:
· If the programme advises positively, the student can travel abroad. This advice is based on the conversation and the agreements discussed in order to maximise the safety of the student when abroad; 
· If the programme advises negatively and the student still wants to travel abroad, the student can do so only under the condition that he/she signs the Release of Liability[endnoteRef:2] and therewith confirms that he/she is aware of the fact that he/she will travel against the advice of HU and that HU will not be held accountable for any negative consequences that may result from the decision to travel to the orange destination; [2: ] 

NB: At HU, in general we apply the rule that:
· A positive advice will be given if the target region is marked orange because of the fact that the target country is concerned about the situation in, and travellers from, the Netherlands; 
· A negative advice will be given if the target region is marked orange because of the fact that the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs is concerned about the situation in the target country;
· In the case of code red, the programme(coordinator) will generally not give approval to the student to travel to the region in the context of the study at HU. If the student still wants to travel abroad regardless of the risks**, he/she can do so only after signing the Release of Liability[footnoteRef:3] and therewith confirming that he/she is aware of the fact that the travel is against HU advice and HU will not be held accountable for any negative consequences that may result from the decision to travel to the red destination. [3:  The document Release of Liability is available through HU International Office for Study Abroad and trough the Placement Office for Internship in Abroad 
] 


In the case that the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs changes the travel advice (codes) during the student’s stay abroad, the rules of the new code will apply. 

** Risks connected to travel to and stay in non-green-marked regions are for example: 
· Health risks;
· Safety risks;
· Financial risks:
· Related to having to end the internship or Study Abroad prematurely;
· Additional expenses due to study delay (tuition fee);
· Having to pay back the Erasmus+ grant, if the stay in the target country turns out to be less than 2 months for Internship and less than 3 months Study Abroad);
· Additional costs, like travel costs or rental costs abroad that may be due despite you returning home prematurely;
· Expenses that appear not to be covered by the insurance (double check conditions prior to departure!) 

!! Please note
Regarding the COVID-19 situation, it is important that the student is aware of the following before travelling to an orange destination: 
· The Netherlands (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) nor HU will arrange for, nor pay for repatriation of the student from the area in case this will be necessary due to COVID-19; 
· Additional costs related to staying in/or retuning from the area due to COVID-19, will not be refunded by HU, nor by the HU Travel Insurance; 
· HU cannot be held accountable for any study delay that may occur as a result of the travelling to or staying in the destination country;
· It is the students responsibility to check which medical and other costs related to COVID-19 might be covered by the HU Travel Insurance and what additional insurance is necessary 
 
All students need to consider a Plan B, in case the COVID-19 situation urges the student to cancel his/her stay abroad at some point in time.
“My plan B is: …………………………………………………………………………“ 
NOTE: IF YOU CHANGE OR CANCEL YOUR (ALTERNATIVE) STUDY PLAN, PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO ALSO PASS THIS ON TO THE RELEVANT PARTY: INTERNATIONAL OFFICE / INTERNSHIP OFFICE / ALTERNATIVE MINOR PROGRAM ETC. 
Signed for Read & Understood:

Name student:
	



Signature of the student “I (name) have read and understood the information above, dd. (date)”
	




Date:
	














