Waddenlab 2026
11-17 July 2026

What is the Wadden Lab?

In the Wadden Lab, we research the Wadden Sea in multidisciplinary teams of honors students and
lecturers. What is the Wadden Sea? How do we see, hear, and smell the Wadden Sea? What happens
in and under the water, on land, and in the air? The key question is:

"What do we need to know about the Wadden Sea so we can discover what a healthy Wadden Sea
is?"

It's a complex area, although at a glance it seems to consist mainly of water, islands, birds, mud, and
coastline. We find fishing, bird habitats, salt extraction, land reclamation, erosion and growth,
accretion and erosion, sediment deposition, sensitive nature, a complex ecosystem, gas extraction,
pollution, tourism (don't forget!), cables on the seabed, and certainly much more, including ourselves,
of course (the Wadden Lab!).

That's why we explore the Wadden Sea: on the water, on islands, and on the Wadden Sea itself. The
ship serves as both transport and home port, workshop and resting place, a place for your workshops
and our conversations. This is how we share knowledge and experiences on the Wadden Sea.

How do we do this?

With dedication, curiosity, and a commitment to sustainability and nature. We are open to other

perspectives and engage with them through pre-developed workshops, making them interesting and

educational for the entire group. You organize the workshops as a group, composed of all

institutions, and you shape the theme yourself.

- Goal: To provide answers to the question of a healthy Wadden Sea, thereby expanding each
other's knowledge and insights and learning more about the complexity and diversity of the
Wadden Sea.

The thematic workshops:

We want to look at the Wad from different perspectives, so we've identified four perspectives from
which we can view them. You choose one perspective and, together with your fellow students, you'll
design a step-by-step, engaging session for the entire group.

The four perspectives are:

- Wad and Nature

- People and Wad

- Wad, Sediment, and Water

- Listening to the Wad

These perspectives can be interpreted broadly or narrowly; the choice is yours.

The session to be organized:

We expect at least one of the four perspectives to evoke associations in everyone. Use this to further
explore how you can develop that perspective with others who share the same perspective: what
could it do for the Wadden Sea, and what could that look like? We'll start on the first Saturday by
inviting experts to speak and engaging in discussions with them. This will help us expand our own
expertise and broaden our horizons. The three preparatory meetings on Saturday will help you
further develop this. The challenge is to design an engaging session for the field trip: how do you
communicate your perspective and how you'll approach it to the group? How do you get others as
enthusiastic as you are? It's not necessarily about knowledge, but about an inspiring session on the
ship, the Wadden Sea, the beach, the forest, the Wad, the island, the water, and so on. Such a
'session' can be a working session, a workshop, a 'learning session' or 'doing session', etc. During the
week on the Wadden Sea, all sessions are planned, carried out and completed.




Practical
The teachers will guide and encourage where necessary and can provide advice about the session.
The field trip consists of three parts: morning, afternoon, and evening. Sailing is also required,
making us dependent on the weather, water, and wind. We'll cook, have lunch, and wash dishes.
We'll make time to relax, both on the islands and on the Wad.

We never know exactly where we'll be; the wind and water will carry us. Therefore, the workshop
must be flexible: the Wad (we'll also run aground), the beach, the water, an island, etc.

The language used is English.

Registration:
1. If aninstitution is interested in having 3 or 4 (honors) students + 1 lecturer participate, they must

register as an institution. This also means that the institution commits to the €1,000 contribution,
plus each participant's €125 individual contribution.
- There is a maximum of 30 participants (including teachers).

2. Register by February 10, 2026, at honours@hu.nl

3. We invite institutions with vocational (MBO), higher professional (HBO), and university (WQO)
backgrounds to participate.

4. If more institutions and/or students register, we will distribute participation as widely as possible,
with a minimum of 2 students per institution.

5. From March to June 2026, we will organize three preparatory meetings on Saturdays throughout
the Netherlands, each with its own format, to prepare for the Waddenlab.
Dates: see schedule! Participation is required!

6. Each perspective concludes with a poster that will be displayed on the wall on September 19th
and explained. You can use the results, experiences, materials, examples, etc. for this.

PR aftermovie: https://youtu.be/6jVOoeuPcx8 en studenten: https://youtu.be/P9JVan8WavA

The schedule will then look like this (put it in your calendar):
To register institution + applicants 15 februari

If needed: fair distribution If there are too many applications: to be decided

Inventory of participant data 1 januari — 15 februari

Preparation (Saturdays) 14 maart: introductory lectures + startup perspectives: 10.00h-
(Note: Save the date in your 16.00h

calendars!) Location: North NL; getting to know, startup, lectures,

perspectives.

18 april: pressure cooker: 10.00h-20.00h

Locatie: Middle NL; lecture on ‘nature’ + pressure cooker.
Inbetween april-june: online work in your group.

13 juni: presentation perspective + design session: 10.00-

16.00h
Locatie: South NL; presentations + practical affairs.
Final Waddenlab week 11 t/m 17 juli 2026
field trip
Evaluation day 19 september 2026

Apply:

Register by email to honours@hu.nl mentioning Waddenlab (this makes it easier to select).

Let’s do it! Ron Weerheijm, Gerda Jonker (Hanze), Arjen Boon (Avans), Jan-Ruerd Oosterhaven
(Hanze), Nathalie van der Put (HU), Erwin Kerkhof (TU-E), .......
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